| PROSPECTUS OF THE e 
Priest’s School of Liturgical Prayer — 


KENT SCHOOL, KENT, CONNECTICUT 
September 7th through September 11th 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The purpose of these opening para- 
graphs is to enlist your sympathy and 
prayers for this important school and to 
explain what its aims are. 

In the first place the curriculum of 
the schools needs to be understood. As its 
_nhame indicates, it is a school of prayer, 
not a school of ceremonial. It aims to 
teach the theory of a certain kind of 
prayer, namely, liturgical prayer. 

Many of our readers will assume that 
because the Episcopal Church has a lit- 
urgy, therefore every priest is compe- 
tent per se to conduct the liturgy of the 
Church in a way that will be productive 
of the best results. What is not gen- 
erally understood is the theory which 
underlies liturgical prayer. 

The Theory or Science of Prayer 

There are different kinds of prayer; 
e. g., vocal prayer, mental prayer, and 
liturgical prayer. One of the great bless- 
ings of our own day is a revived interest 
in prayer and worship. On every hand 
we see renewed emphasis upon the 
prayer life. On every hand also there is 
an admission that we are obliged to 
make this renewed emphasis for the 
simple reason that the art of prayer has 
been neglected. What is this but a con- 
fession that we have forgotten certain 
principles of the spiritual life? 

In the tradition and experience of the 
Church there is, of course, all that we 
need to know in order to practice a full 
prayer life. But when such tradition is 
neglected, and then forgotten, there must 
be a process of re-education. We see this 
process of re-education in regard to pri- 
vate and personal prayers. The question 
is whether liturgical prayer is different 
in kind and principle from private, per- 
sonal prayers, whether there is a theory 
and method of liturgical prayer which 
must be learned by the pastor who would 
be competent to teach his people to use 
the liturgy of the Church in the way the 
Church meant it to be-used for the spir- 
itual up-building of the faithful. 

Revived Interest in Liturgical Prayer 

Another remarkable phenomenon of 
our own day is the number of books and 


periodicals which are appearing on the 
subject of liturgy. It does not take an ex- 
tensive examination of these to see that 
the liturgical idea has not only been neg- 
lected but well-nigh forgotten, and that 
it is so completely misunderstood today 
that even the best meaning priest may 
not be competent to get the results he 
most desires for making the liturgy of 
the Church a vehicle of true worship. 
In former days a certain théory as to 
liturgical prayer was the basis of the 
use of the Church’s liturgy. at: is 
of the use of the Church’s liturgy. It is 
this theory which the priest’s school of 
liturgical prayer aims to make clear to 
those who attend. 
The Art or Practice of Liturgical Prayer 
So far as the art of liturgical prayer 
is concerned there will be an attempt at 
this school to demonstrate it in the 
daily Celebration of Morning and Eve- 
ning Prayer and the Eucharist. We wish 
to gather together a group of priests 
who are keen to explore the liturgical 
idea and to worship together in a litur- 
gical way in order to demonstrate the 
true meaning and worth of liturgical 
prayer. The school is open to no one but 
the clergy because it is deemed neces- 
sary to assume a technical knowledge as 
the basis of instruction and the laity 
cannot be expected to have such tech- 
nical knowledge. 


Recreation 


In addition tc the sessions of the 
school there is the further matter of 
recreation. Kent School is a famous 
place and every priest is desirous to 
obtain a first-hand knowledge of this 
institution. Our liturgical school is 
being held at the end of the Kent 
School vacation period before the Kent 
boys have returned but after the staff 
has got the building and equipment 
in readiness for opening. Hence all 
the Kent equipment is at our disposal. 
Priests will thus find Kent a useful com- 
bination of recreation and spiritual help 
as a. prelude to autumn work. The réc- 
reational facilities of the school—swim- 
ming, tennis, etc.—are there for use. The 


beautiful Kent countryside and_ the 
mountain at the foot of which Kent 
School is located will provide a mag- 
nificent setting. There is the further ad- 
vantage of clerical companionship and 
the exchange of ideas amongst the like- 
minded. 
A Practical Advantage 


A further advantage, and this by no 
means the least, is the fact that Kent 
School buildings, its staff and all its 
equipment are placed at our disposal for 
a nominal charge. Thus we are able to 
hold down the expenses of giving this 
Liturgical School to mere costs. 

The school is comfortable, the table is 
excellent, and the school staff is already 
on hand to look after all our needs. This 
is why the charges are so small. You 
will note that there is one dollar registra- 
tion fee, and that board, lodging, tuition 
and the use of all the combined advan- 
tages of Kent School are to be obtained 
for an additional ten dollars fee, making 
the total charges of the school eleven 
dollars. 

One thing which is most necessary is 
that you should send your registration 
fee at once, so that we can know how 
many we must plan to take care of, and 
also so that you can be sure of having 
a room, for the number of men which 
can be taken is not unlimited. We do not 
plan on more y; x= 
imum number is registered, we shall 
have to refuse other registrations. 

COURSES OFFERED 

Practical Liturgies, by The Reverend 
William P. McCune, Ph.D., Rector of St. 
Ignatius Church New York City. The 
purpose of this course is to make plain 
that our Prayer Book rite has a history 
of continucus development, and is not 
some mysterious thing created de novo 
and that it can only be understood and 
properly used in the light of its whole 
past development. That is to say, de- 
velopment has been the note of Western 
Liturgy as distinguished from Eastern 
Liturgy. Western Liturgy has been pro- 
gressive and has develoved steadily to- 
ward a greater simplicity. The Roman 
Mass has undergone auite as much de- 
velopment as ours even though it did not 
eo throush a cataclysmic Reformation. 
Nevertheless our Mass rite has a con- 
tinuitv with the whole Catholic past, and 
we fail to live up to the intentions of 
the Church if we do not carrv on our 
worshiv in a way that manifests the 
solidarity of the present with the whole 
Christian past back to the Upper Room. 
Therefore we need to studv our Praver 
Book rite in the light of the Christian 
past with a purnose of evaluating its 
present meaning for devotional purpeses. 


Liturgical Law, by The Reverend 
Vivan A. Peterson, M.A., Rector of St. 
James’ Church, Cleveland, Ohio. “Litur- 
gy is prayer canonized.” The Law of the 
Chucch must be obeyed if we are Catho- 
lics and if there is a liturgical law to 
obey. This is probably the least under- 
stood point about liturgy. There must be 
an evaluation of our Prayer Book rubrics 
and a consideration of how far and when 
they bind. There must also be considered 
the ancient Canon Law and Common 
Law of the Church and the liturgical law 
in our own American Constitutions and 
Canons. This course ought to enable 
priests to avoid the individualism and 
lawlessness that is so characteristic in 
our present-day liturgical usage and pro- 
vide them with some kind of guide in 
order to manifest that continuity and 
solidarity spoken of in_the first course. 

Liturgical Expression, by The Rev. 
Gordon Wadhams, B. A., Rector of the 
Church of the Resurrection, New York 
City. This course will devote sonae con- 
sideration to commonplace details re- 
garding altars, vestments, sacristy, mu- 
sic, liturgical appointments, and con- 
veniences. but will be devoted in the 
main to the theory underlying these ex- 
ternalities and to the method of making 
liturgy real to the parish. The purpose of 
this course is to suggest to priests some 


t_they ___ 


may need in the external ordering of 
liturgy and where they can get material 
to answer their own questions, but the 
thesis which it aims to make clear is 
that the Church has her own culture 
and method of expression and that none 
of us should be free lances. For we dare 
not put our own wit and wisdom above 
that of the Church corporate. On these 
auestions there should be continnity and 
solidarity of liturgical expression. We 
must find a wav of expressing these 
matters in the lives of the people in the 
parish. This means making art subserve 
the great spiritual purnose of worship, 
Any art used in the Church is not, art, 
for art’s sake, but art for worship’s 
sake. 
A Conrse of Daily Meditations, by the 
Chaplain. Father Joseph. O.S.™.. vrovid- 
ine a sniritual and theological interpre- 
tation of the liturgy. 

OTHER PUBLISHED STATEMENTS 

Attention is called to two articles by 
Father Joseph in the American Church 
Monthly. The first is “Liturgical Prayer 
and the Catholic Life’ in the April is- 
sue. The second is the “Rebirth of the 
Liturgical Idea” in the May issue. 

REGISTRATION 
The charge will, be $10.00 for poard 


and lodging, and $1.00 registration fee. 


The registration fee should be sent with 
the application for reservation to the 
Secretary of the Corgress, Rev. C. Clark 
Kennedy, 86 Broadway, New Haven, 
Connecticut. 


THE DAILY SCHEDULE 


Registrants are expected to assemble 
at Kent School on the afternoon of Mon- 
day, September 7th, and immediately 
enroll. Evensong will be said before sup- 
per and after supper there will be a con- 
ference on the a‘ms of the school. 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
the schedule will be the same during the 
entire day, but the school will end on 
Friday with lunch. 

This gives Monday morning for jour- 
neying to Kent and Friday afternoon for 
returning home to one’s parish. 

The mornines of Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday will be devoted to 
religious exercises and lectures. The first 
thing in the morning will be Morning 
Prayer followed by the Eucharist. Then 
breakfast, and after a short interval, 
the meditation and lectures. 

Afternoons will be kept free for rec- 
reation unless any of the clergy desire 
individual instruction or conference with 
some member of the faculty of the 
school. 

_...Evensong will be said each afternoon 
before supper. After supper there will 
be conferences and discussion groups 
concerning the lectures or other matters 
liturgical. The evening conference will 
close with some brief devotions before 
bed time. 

CEREMONIAL 

Tt is necessary to emphasize the fact 
that the Priests’ School- of Liturgical 
Prayer will not deal with ceremonial 
questions. Ceremonial is an attempt to 
express in action the meaning of the 
rite. It is impossible to have any uni- 
formity~in-ceremonial unless there-is-a 
general agreement upon liturgical theory. 
If individual priests wish to ask ques- 
tions regarding c2remonial the faculty 
of the school will be glad to answer 
these questions individually as far as 
they are capable of doing so. But the 
purpose of the schoo! is to examine the 
spiritual meaning of liturgy and to eval- 
uate it in spiritual terms, so that we 
ourselves may be better able to pray 
liturgically. 

In other words, it is a school of wor- 
ship for the clergv. with the emphasis 
on prayer rather than on the expression 
of this prayer in ex!ernalities, no matter 
now important these externalities may 
be. Such externalities are to be consid- 
eved at this school only in so far as they 


are absolutely vital to the central prob- 
lem of making liturgical prayer or cor- 
porate worship a living thing in our own 
lives and in the lives of our people. 
THE COURSES AS A WHOLE 

Attention is cailed to the fact that the 
three lecture courses and the daily medi- 
tations are designed to present the 
theory or science of liturgy. The course 
in Practical Liturgics aims to put the 
priest in possession of practical knowl- 
edge as to what the Church understands 
her Eucharistic Rite to be. This is the 
only possible basis for devotional appre- 
ciation of it. 

The course in Liturgical Law aims to 
demonstrate what are the official di- 
rections and discipline of the Church re- 
garding liturgy so that we may be 
guided by the Church’s law and the 
Church’s experience. — 

The course in Liturgical Expression is 
meant to deal in a general way with the 
expression of liturgy in the life of the 
parish. A complete course on this sub- 
ject would necessitate much more time 
than can be given in a school such as 
this. It would necessitate consideration 
of pastoral theology, liturgical music, 
ceremonial, architecture, etc. Obviously 
nothing more can be done than make 
clear the particular principles that un- 
derlie litursical expression. 

The dailv meditation will supvlv a 
devotional and liturgical interpretation 
of liturgy—the turning of liturgical for- 
mulas into real prayer and worship. 

The evening conference is meant to 
nvovide an opportunity for discussion and 
illustration of any point which seems to 
need special attention. 

SURPLICES AND STOLES 


Registrants are asked to bring with 
them a cassock, surplice and white stole, 
as well as. note books and pencils. 

In a Priests’ School of Liturgicai 
Prayer it is certainly fitting that things 
be done in an orderly wav. While this 
is a school, it is also more than a school. 
it is a school of prayer and retreat. An 
opportunity will be given every morning 
for every priest to receive the Holy 
Communion. As every priest knows, the 
priestly reception of the Holy Com- 
munion has in it an element that is not 
true of the lay reception of the Holy 
Communion. The priest does not cease to 
be a priest just because he receives the 
Holy Communion at the hands of an- 
other priest. Therefore it has always 
been recognized as suitable that the 
priest should be vested in cassock, sur- 
plice and stole at the moment he re- 
ceives Holy Communion. 

In order to make clear that the daily 


> 


Eurcharist is a real act of corporate 
worship and communion the clergy will 
vest in cassock and surplice, and imme- 
diately before Holy Communion is re- 
ceived, will assume the stole before 
proceeding to the altar. This small act 
of ecclesiastical decorum will emphasize 
the corporate priestly character of the 
Eucharist. The reverend clergy are asked 
to bring white stoles because no matter 
what the color of the day may be, white 
is always suitable for the act of receiv- 
ing or administering the Eucharist. Only 
the Celebrant is required to be vested in 
the color of the day. 


REGISTRATION 


You are asked to note carefully that 
the information given in this leaflet 
comes to you from the head of the fac- 


ulty of the Priests’ School of Liturgical 
Prayer, but that the business end of the 
school is in charge of the Secretary of 
the Catholic Congress. Therefore, your 
registration fee should be sent with the 
enclosed application for registration to 
the Secretary of the Congress, the Rev- 
erend C. C. Kennedy, 86 Broadway, New 
Haven, Conn., as has been said above, 
and not to Mount Sinai, New York. 

You are urged to send in your regis- 
tration fee of one dollar immediately. 
Only a certain number of priests can be 
accommodated at Kent, and after this 
number has registered, the tardy regis- 
trants will be placed on a waiting list. 

It is never possible to foretell what the 
total number of registrations will be, 
but present indications are that Kent 
will be filled to capacity. 


86 Broadway 


New Haven, Connecticut 


Enclosed you will find one dollar to 
~~~ __register_ me in-the i - 
Liturgical Prayer to be held at Kent 
School, Kent, Connecticut, September 7th 
through September 11th. 


(Signed). .......... 
AIGONGSS® oii. 


REGISTRATION BLANK 
Reverend C. C. Kennedy 


